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Ever since its establishment, Birzeit Women's Charitahle
Society gave importance to dental and oral health, Thus its
dental unit was established in 1973, making the Society the
first to promote oral and dental hygiene as an integrade por-
tion af health care activities. In 19R1 , however, due to

the lack o a uate equipment, the Dental Unit was

Though local imitiat gand the contribution of MEDICO,
Society was able to purchase new equipment anmd reinstate
Unit in 1983 by employing & dentist and his assistant on

g Tull time basis. The Society was fortunate in locating a
highly qualified denstist that is becoming the cornerstone of
the Society's preventive dentistry pr

As it stands now, the Dental Unit is open daily from

8 a.m. till 2 p.m. Its clients are mainly the inhabitants

i E

rom Birzeit and surrounding willages. University students
{who have no dental insurance) receive services at the Dental
Unit as well . Adults pay the {feesofapproximately 2.5 U.S5.
dollars per treatment with no charge for follow-up visits.
Students and pregnant women are treated st helfl this price.
All children under 12 are treated free of charge. Profits
from fees go to cover the cost of operating the Unit (with

1

the exception of salaries which are covered by MEDICO).

Over and ve this, screening ol pregnant women and
children thset attend the Health Clinic occur on a regular
basis by our dentist., This is the nucleus of our preven-
tion program that is to be expanded once the Dental Unit is

lidated,
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