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Books:

The Misunderstanding of
Musa Alami’s Palestine
ANWAR NUSEIBEH

The former Jordan Minister of Defence, Governor of
Jerusalem and ambassador in London assesses the role of
Musa Alami and questions some of the judgements passed
by Sir Geoffrey Furlonge and other British Arabists on the
Palestinian Arab abilities and their prospects as a nation.

FALESTINE 18 My counTry, the story of Musa Alami by Geoffrey Furlonge,
242 pp., index {John Murray) 42s.

aiesting 45wy Coundry is not pri- also appear to future Arab generations
ily a book on the Palestine con- as having been wastefully irrelevant,
flict; and yvet, by telling the story of e book, the author ssvs, is Mosa
Musa el Alami, the distinguished ¢l Alimi's own story, as told by him-
Palestimian Arab | , it succeeds, self. However, the author is not a1
I think, in providing a deeper insight Boswell: Sir Geoffrey  Furlong:
into the complexities and incompati- distinguished obs of the political
bilities of that conflict than mest  scene whose special knowledge of the
ather books on the 3-'_||:|i|-<'|_, area covered |s_\' his '\'.J])jl'l| emables
I'hns from the oatset, the juxta- him, while "editing”, to “pad” the
position of Basle, set against the back narrative with muoch wseful back-
ground of industrially developed and ground information and personal com-
colonially  competing F"_tl'll:;|x' where, ment, He displavs a sympathy with
i yr, the First Ann ioni wuse that i only equalled
ss gave birth to modern C; : i it impatience with Arah
with deeply  tra alis 4
em, lying on the periphery of Though somewhat belitedly, i
in atling Ott Empire where, in nevertheless gratifying to lea
the same v Musa el Alami was first time about Sir Edward (
also born, p & theme of sharp handwrilten Hle on the bigis
contrast and s d interest that which the termtorial dehmitation of
run, like a thread, through the i independent Arab territory had been
: } promised to Hussein, It included
nid an unfort ¢ rationale Palestine,. What does strike one as
I'hi techno al gy ut, despite o, 1% t Churchill, in
the justice of the E 3] s 'm - interpretation of the

mitial defeat inevitable, has of course sein-MacMahon correspondence in
1 since. However, ave overlooked this
the depressing i 3 the rof; ant docme andd =0 oset the
war impels a Ly feeling of pattern for a long line of British
isiness that wlicy statements that vielated the
bt b L i H = i 1 {] pel facts of ;_'c-r\;_-|||-|'.l: siate-
sildlhosod \ I at | 0 v y patent insincerity wuas
—while lik I TTHIrE PITpRISIve roexposed by | M. N Jefries
coter £ Wers |.|:-\I the scdentilic wearpe Antoning and s now
of the f Jewish candidly conceded by the present
uld in fact be a et uthor
resent day handling of the i seekime Borme era
demonstrably inade for this lapse, the
15 proved to b, may not the theosry that it

5

MUSA EL ALAM
Comstriiciive and emane

that the then British Foreign Secre-
tary should nat have intended to in-
clude some meservations about the

ne Holy Places, and the [act
that he did not, must thercfore have
been due to an oversight, It 15 a fair
izt (ll'l'l"‘i‘f_’,ll[

Naturally, in a book like the one
under review, which is part narrative
and part comment, it is important
clearly to distinguish the areas covered
by each in order to avoid misunder-
atani about which part is attribut-
able to what source, Some reflections
on the Palestinian social and political
SCENEs are cases in point.

Now we all know that Muosa el
Alami is not a po an: eszentially,
he is a gifted, highly trained techno-
crat whose dedicated integrity and
sense of moral purpose are only
matched by his deep humanity and un-
EWETVIT stinct for justice. To him,
therefor iics was an unavoidable
evil which he undertook with reluct-

with distaste and
the extent that he
¢ well chozen, well
inspired objec-

them, hie wis

ess their human moti-

1%
F'o mterpret his concern for refugees,
e, a8 A Imani | of the
Seignenr-p i
fed, as the scene
from  priv eatates  to  national
politics would only, T think, en
Musa, It also invalves




understanding of Arub society which,
a5 the book itself sayvs, 15 both humane
nmniel Titarian, It iz finally to fall into
anda whick
ity into hearthess over
exception, notwith-
Iapless serfs; a snare
Arabs themselves
have not been entirely tmmune, as the
extreme radicalism of the younger
of Armab intellectuals and
politicians demonstrtes,
Only recently one of these prominent
de a violent speech nttack-

lords [Musa
lairmchn L

from w SO

CHWTI
¢ to the umptes
an effort to emphasize his g
fervour, And whil
r, like all othe
of blacksheep and
I think, 1§ a grotesqu
example of the deep turmoi
besets the Arab world and which is
q] by its political frustra-
tion= and the merciless buffeti
ideas that are theoretically atir
bt Ily unrelated to in
l|i,_| H} it 5
Another  point  whicl
T s put but which it does not, 1
sufficiently relate to later de-
Vi |H'|I‘.I|l'||l.'- 5 that Musa must have
led & lonely hife as a child. His father's
ibways open to puests and
the true A
not hav
with many companions of his own

ctors this
which

GO

tradi-
ovided him
A= the only 2on of that s, he
ve developed froe early

n =ense of his duties and

P as host, which he no

doubt discharged with typical ability

and charm, but which must have
ipan lim the need to ate an
r tower withi 1 which
» held h
: of aloofness could
Heviated by his
1 hawv
sl itself upon his relations with
i litical  col-
later life, And truth
g lot, in the
ticians, Arabs
il ' bickening
r, I donbt that he would
that they

5 O
Unsuccessful, ves, and success 35 one

ian  Arahb

Wt

of the normal yardsticks for measar
ing “‘sta " bt it

harsh interpretation of |

wattld  f maintain

SVIHMVING

And

sin across the Jor
thiz 15 a sentims
{, Lawrence; but it may o

L tronbled conscience, With

ption of % . which oon-

wvilled Angle-Arab rela-

tish may claim that thes

came out of their commitments fo

to o just

be  dis-

a Palestinian Arab

i opens his mouth, he is too
articulate, and is the
while if he keeps it shut,

unwart by
of frost;

is too dumb, poor fellow, and deserves

sympatly. In other words, he cannot
win,

I find traces of this attitude in the

t describes the Palestiniiin

ke, Let me be

I b not eonsider that to

15 necessarily always a

credit, The hordes of At aml

Hulaku “warlike™; who

re so? However, to be “unw 3
thi ence of home and her
alight which I « not accept.

wire  also

enitralisation it is not trme, and i
particular application to the Palestin-
ian Arab past 1t 15 not justified.

It is quite true that the Falestinian
Arab, |1|-i|||_; roated in the soil, is,

||:-i|'.. better  equipyg d to handle
than a sword, He
under the
Ottomans LR .
sible; but when he fought, whe
T :.II‘I' oven

S0MS, 1

distinction. And in the 193
Rebellion, a handful of Palestini:
Arab  guerill;
were able to hold down «
thousand s 1 Britigh troops, It
does little credit to their memory to
say thiat those who foug them so
well, so long, and against such odds,
n “unwarlike'' lot.
o ook endz, as it be
ant note of CXPECLancy ar
Musa i cat off
farm at Jercho by the 107
preal experiment i education,

lighters

[roin his

Jordan, The arid imph-
nightmare being

being who he is and,
, what le iz, namely,
g, he will
v=2 life in exile.
twenty years of
i have not
braken t of the inmates of

a refuges
not aceept o pur
In the meantim
| iiliation
refuges e clo PLEr
must  thene
thear redempti
whether it will come about through a
just  solution of their pre

story  of

throogh  test




