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Background Faper Prepared for the Regional
conference on wbmen,-Population_and Deve-
lopment by the A11-China Women's Federation
april 25 -- 30, Beijing (,;Pf.-[ 25 --30 1T )

WOMER IN CHINA

As you all konw, thirty-five yeairs 8go, Ching wes a seml- |
feudal and semi=colonial country. In those days,- the nation i
and peaple auffered cruel axploitation and Dppression under
imperialism, feudaliszm and buresucrat cepitalism, and -the women,
in particular, were subjected not ocnly to the feudal rule of i
politicsl, clan and religious suthorities butialao to the
dictation of husbands. THey were st the bottom of ‘the social
ledder, &nd were wvirtually house §1avesiwitiinénrights to
speak of. Rebelling egainst this fate, the’ Chingse wWoman joined
the people of the whole country and Fought long .and hard
against imperialism, feudslism and bureauerat-capitalism f'or
independence and national liberation. Victory was won in 1049,
gnd the Psople's Republic of China was proclaimed. A new day
dawned for Ghineac”women, who beecome’ masters of  their country
along with the men. The FPeople's Rapublic eradicated once for
211 the roots of political and sconomic inegquality besiween msn
and women snd abolished gll discriminatory legislations, thus

ereating the neceassary social sonditions for genuine sexual

ripst law passed in' the People's Republic after

waenb waz the Marriapge Law. mis liberated Chinese
women from the reudal marriage ayatem, whichi:had enslaved Lhem

for thousands of Yyears.

since 1954, each of the foup revisions:of China's
ronstitution has made clearer mnd more specific the principle
of equality between men end women in sll spheres.of seeial

gndeavor, thereby perfecting legislation fer the protection
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of women's rights and interests,

The Chinese Conatitution stipulates that women enjoy equal
rightas with men in all spheres of 1ifa, political, economic,
cultural and sccial, including family 1if5. It declares state
protection for marriage, the family, the mother and child.
Taking into account the apeclfic urahlems ralating to Chinese
women, the Constitutien exprasaly polnta out that women should
be given egual opportunities in Job, tralning and sppointment
to official posts, Besides, it alszeo 5t1pulqtga,that m=n and
Women enjoy egual pay for equal work, children have the
responsibility to support theip Perents, and maltreatment of
the elderly fas prohibited. The prineiple of sexual equality
atipulated by the Constitution is alsao ambﬁdieﬁ in other
legisletiona, such es the Elacturel'Léw, tha Criminal Law and
the Law of Criminnl Proecedure. The Chinesn Government not
enly pays attention to the formulation of laws and decrees,
but alsc tried hard to enforee them in everyday.

In the past 35 ¥Years, in the dlfferent pericda of the
nation's development, Chine has, in the light of the nation's
overall tmsks ‘and the nctusl conditiens of women, made persis-
tent efforts to implemant the principle of sexual equelity
through policies and programs, In.order_tu hé;p Women aspply
related lawa to affectively safeguard theirléﬁh rights and
interests, women's fedorations st the natioﬁal provincial,
municipal end county levels have set up legal advisory
services to give women free lagal counselling. Lawyers are

nt to defend their cases in court, ir necessary. All this
provides a fundamental gusrantee for women to exercise their
' rights to the fullest possible extent und play a relas in
the naticn's sociml, economic and political lifs.

With the care of the state, the protectﬁon of the law,
well s their own active participation in development,

hey have scored considerable achievements, thereby greatly
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enhanced their pelitieal status. In recent years, over 95% of
China's women eligible to vote took part in direct elections
of deputies tc people's congreases at the county level. The
Netional People's Congress (N.P.C.) lg China's supreme organ
of state power. The number ofwomen deputles has inecresed from
147 or 11.9% of the total at the Firat N.P.¢. held in 1954 to
632, or 21.2% at the Sixth N.P.C. held in 1983%. Incressing
numbers of Women are cceupying lesding postas in organs of stste
from the central down to the local levela. Thay are

HOwWer Lm i

particlipating in decision making snd menapement of state affaira.
China now has 12 women ministers end vice-miniaters in the
various minlstries under the State Council. There are & [airp

number of women who take up leading posts as governor, vice-

governcra, vice-mayors, chsirmen and vice-chairmen of the : i
ittees of the people's congresses at the provincial, |

Standing

municipal and autonomous region levels., In judicial departmenta

in Ching, there are 1,266 women lawyers, 5,622 wemen Jjudges,
among whnom 1,596 are women = esurt presidents, vice-presidants
and presiding judges, 5.3 million women work in government
Godles, institutions and enterpriscs, meking up 27% of the

total stote functionaries.

The Chinese government has alweys held that it is the bound
duty of every citizen to build Chine into a prosperous and
atrong country; that the modernization of China could not be
realized without the participation of women who aceount for

the population. Meanwhile, only by taking part in

orn, can women achieve econcmic independence, Afte
founded in 194%, s large number of woman joined the
numier of women workers and staff ineressed
in 1949 to 41.99 million in 1983, ar 3I6,5%

o the total, Their lields of employment have extended far

nd the traditional apheres. Today, women are working on

of national reconstruction except for a few

t are unsuitable for women physioclogically.
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For axample, women meke up %0% of the total ynrk foree in
petroleum industry, 23%.6% in architecture and resource survey,
272.9% in transportation, postal and telecommunications services,
and 36.1% in foreatry, water conssrvancy and me teorology. In
the newly smerging = alactronic industry, the number of women
workars ond ataff constitutes mbout 40% of the total. 51.8%
scientific and technieal workers are women. The ratio of

senior women professionals has inereased from 7% in 1978 to
10.5% to dats, As masters of the state, Chinese women have made
notsble contributions to increasing econcuic returns in
preduction, and many of them have become the mainztay in
spoduction and teehnical innovation or cutatanding business

saxecatives.

In the current reform widely carried out in China, the
<omen are taking an active snd important part. Many of them are
ot enly deown-to-earth doers, but also go ebout their
susiness with considersble wisdom and abiiity. They are wWay
sheed of others and admired by the public. For exampls, the
Haiyan Shirt Fectory in Zhejiang Provines used to be a small
sewing cooperetive with an annual prefit of only 5,000 yuan.
domen worksrs meke up 65% of ita labour force. Managerial
reforms brougnt s number of young weomen to leading posts at
‘arent levels. At present, 19 out of the 34 workershep

ors, deputy-directors, divisicn-chiefla and deputy divisicn-

oy

hiels are women., After five years of herd work, the factory

nus necome the biggest and most guecasaful shirt faetory in

the whole orovince,
e 157 million women in the countryside, or half of the
al labour forcs, play a significant rele in agriculture.

the past few years, great changes have taken place in the

ida wi the implementation of the household -based

ralda with the 1

sponsibility system in production. The rural economy ia

commercialiged, spaclalized and diversified

ot

:ilitating women in the rural areas to fully develor




their skills. Feor inatance, more than 20,000 houasholda
speciglized in chicken-raising in the suburbs of 12 citiss in
Heilongjiang province are operatec mainly by women. And 8%k

of eggs sold in the markets of Qigiheer city are supplied by
11,000 specimlized househelds mairly run by women. Meny women
are also engaged in the sideline cccupations, such as stitch-
work, embroidery, drawn-thread work, bamboo and willow weaving.
hs women create moreand more wealth for society through agri-
culture, forestry, animal husbandry, fishery and wvardiocus
sideline occupations in o diversified economy, they increags
their family income end reise their status in the femily at

the zame time. The responsibility syatem has resulted, ss neaver
oefore, the full implementation of the legal guarantaes
regarding "Egqual pey lor equal work" and the principle "to
each accerding to his or her work" in distribution.

Az is well known, China has one of the oldest civilizations
in the world., However, during the century befors the Chinese
people grined national liberation in 1949, China wes reduced
to a semi-feudsl and semi-colomial eountry with backward
culture and technology. In old China, labouring women had no
sccezs Lo education. More than 80% of the Chiness population
were illiterate, and moat of them Wara women. After liberation
in 1949, educational reform wazs carriasd out as one of the mosat
argent tpakas of the People's Government. The Conatitution
snaure3 women egqual rights and epportunities te education. Tha

age-old concept that wamen had no need for lesrning ha: radically

At present, 95% of achool-age children are in achools. 43.7%
o in-schoal children are girls. In middle achocls, girls make

39.5%% of the toigl, end in institutions of higher learning,

In 197E, the Chinesn Government called on the nation to
aise its cultural, scientific and technological level 3o as

meat the needs of the four modermizationsa.




Women'a participation in the drive lor modernization
necessitates professional qualifications and prefliciency.
'owards this end, the Government has not only sxpanded reguler
scheol education, but alse established for working adults largs
wumbers of college leavel spare-time schools such aa TV,
rorrespondsnce and evening scheols. In addition, factories,
nines and other enterprises ss well &8 organizations and
nstitutions have opena2d their own achoola or on-job training

‘ograms for their employees with no sex discrimination. By
985, every worker or employee in the country will have

participated in one or more of these programs,

Vocetionel education is developing fast in China's eities
and countryside, Millions of women ere studying hard to acguire
more technicel knowledge and skills to keep up with the moder
nization drive. Now, young women throughout the country attend
various vocational achools to study textiles, printing and
dyeing, electronies, law, cooking, tourism, servige trades,
Uoreign trade, psdagogy, nursing, agro-technology, industrial
arte and nundreds of other subjects, Somen cities, such as
bDalian, boast of a girls' vocationsl school. Sinee the students
in these schools have specific goals in mind, they take their
studies very seriously and are entlusiastic about theair rew

8. For exsmple, the young women in the Beijing

SGehool of Law are locking forward to bacoming
impartial and selfless judgea onhe day. Thanka to the new
‘aining pregramms, they have improved their work capablilities
and are plaving an inereasingly important role in economy and
iety in general, The number of women teachera is increasing.

women teachers in middle achools made up 26.1% of

rhe total in universities and ecollages, 25%, and in elementary

With women's wide participation in all aphesres of nation

truction, the country has expanded soplal welfare services
i i

ovide cnild care and lighten zhe housework of working

i
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sarents, Large numbers of nurseries and kindergartens have

neen set up by lerge and middle-sized factories, enterprises,
institutions, as well as by urban neighbourhood

In china, ene=fourth of the preschool-age childran

governmant
communities.

sre in the nurseries and kindergartena.

Chins has & population of 103 Billion and two=thirds of
tnem are women and children. To provide praner maternity and
ealuih sare becomes an importent factor in improving the
s=gplth of the Chinese people. In old China, maternity and chilid
naglth serviees were Few and facilities were poor and backward.
the yeur of liberation, Chins had only B0 hoapitals

ar health centera for women and children with sltogether

1,757 beds, 5 children's hoapitesls with 139 beds, and 9 materni

child health care glinics with no beds at all. As auch,

giffieults for women and children to obtain proper medica

sftar liberation, intensive efforts have been made by the

government to provide MCH garvices, Stipulcticna te protect

children and advence their welfare have been writien

wOmMEen ancc

nton the Constitution, the Marriage Law, the National Programme

v Agricultural Development snd the Labour Insurance Regulations.

riity and child care workers have been nrained

IME &

varicus health organizations. The development of China's

mv i: snother factar that has brought about progreas in

cne Tield of public heaslth. In 1983, there were 196,000 herlth

ritutions all over the country. Among them, 202 are maternit
chilld ecare nospitals or lying-in hospitals with a total
13,000 beds, 25 children's hospitals with 6,000 bed=z, and

meternity snd child health care centers., Basides,

o449 loca TiE
sl! tne genersl hospitals nave obatetriecs and gynecology

i

ta gs well mas  paediatrics departmenta. With the

ment in women's and children's health, infant mortaslily
ned sharply from 200%: befare 1949 to %4.68% in 1981,
qortality of pregnant and lying-in mothers from 15%: 1In

to O0,5%: in 1981,

— i & i i e .

Infant mortality and gynaecological disease morbidit

.
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The Chinese government's polley on public health puts
prevention and health care firat, and stresses giving guidance
to medical units at the grassroots. The principle is to combine
prevention with treatment. Three-tier MCH networks have been
set up to implement the pelicy. The three tisra consist of the
city, district and neighbourhood community levels in the urban

]

greas, while in the countryside, the structure ramifies from
county into its townships and villages. Hospitala, heslth centers
snd health stations at the corresponding levels combine to
orovide comprehenaive care for mothers and children. The neiworks
sre mainly concerned with the promotion of hospitalized
parturition, pre-and post-natal general screening and tregtment
af gyneecologicel diseamses, popularization of midwifery in the
rural areas, labour protection for women in industry and
sgriculture, improvement of their working conditions, and so

f

igular stress is put on popularizing knowledge of

maternity and child heslth care and training profesaicnal

warkers in this [lel of whom 58.9% are women.
China's governmental =nd non-governmental organizations
neve made great efforta to control population and have achiewvad
notable results. To proteet the interests of women and children,
tha All-cChina Women's Paderation, a national mass organization,
takes family plenning as cne of its most important tasks and
has done s lot of publiciiy work emong women in ceordination
with ths zovernment departmenta concerned. Staff members and
ivists ol women's federations channel their educational

ieity efforts in four directions. Firatly, to explain

t1s policies on family planning until savary

carly underatands the population peliey in

al interest and sees what femily planning
contribute to the emancipation of women and the health of
wnd children. Sescondly, to explain the policy thoroughly

ivings about family planning. Thirdly,

igliver copntreceptives provided by the government free oi

arge to married couples, Cooperating with the government

B.




departments concerned, the steff members of women's federationa
introduce controceptive methods to those couples who are willing
Lo practice and make zure that they understand the functions

of contraceptives end know how to use them. Fourthly, to give
special care to those women whe heve particular problems with
birth control and help them selve their resl difficulties.

Since the policy of family plenning proceeds from the
sctusl situation in Chins and aerves the intersts of the nation
and people, it is underatood and supported by the Chinese
people, including the women, The majority of married couples
st child-bearing age voluntarily respond to the government's
call snd adopt different suiteble measures for birth control.
But influenced by remnant feudel ideas such as "man is superior
Lo women™, "only sons zould suppert the aged parsnts", "more

means mere hoppinass", aome people could not clearly

ricerstand the need for family plenning, especially in aome

fUrs. arcas where the work is hindered by outmoded coneapts.

fe full implementation of family planning remains an arducus

tazk In China. The society at lerge and various organizationa

#ill continus te work together and carry out aetive publicity
ehc educational work to reise step by step publie consciousness
of the importance of practicing family planning,

With the increasingly significant role played by the Chinaze
women in natioral life, a large number of model working women

ina's verious nationalities and from 8}l walks of life

d. Ir 1979, 104 nationel women modni workers Wo e

ted by the State Council, smounting to 18% of the total.
1,000 "Mereh Bth Fed Banner Face-Setters", both individual
ollective, were commended at the netlonal level in 14960,

and 1983, On Merch 8th, 18985, 150 capable wemen in economic

rm r ind rural aress were cited by the All-cChins
; e icn. The achievements made by the Chinese women
arious [ields have demonstrated that women consgtitute an
tant indispensable force in the drive to achieve

9.




scelslist modernization. The new mental outlook of women end

their initiative to master new techniques in national
cenatruction have won the respect and confidence of the people,
and as 8 result, women's politicaml, economie and social status

has enhancad,

Although in the past 35 years, the Chinese women have made

significant contritutions and greatly improved their atatus,

they still have problems. A lot remaina te be done. Traces of
for inatance,

male superiority and diserimination againat women,
are still in evidence. The educaticnal and technological lewvel

of Chinese women a8s a whole is not high. Not enough women are

oceupying high posts in government op participating in decision-
making, Social services are much short of the demand. These

are problems on our roed of advance which we will no doubt

pvercoms aventuslly,
The All-China Women's Pederation, aimed at safeguarding
the legitimate rights and interests of women end children, is
2 notion-wide woments srgenization. It representa the female
population of @ll netisnalities in all walks of life aueh as
women workers, psasants, and intellactuala. The A11-ghina Women's
Federation and its branches are Playing an important rele in
motivacing, organizing and educating Chinese women to participats

1itical and economie development of the country, and

in developing asceial welfmre,

and its branches (set up at each administrative
ng the provincial, municipal, sutonomous region
voic: the wishes and demands orf the women
ierge shrougn the women deputies tao the Naticnal Pecople's

te the Chinese Paople's Political Consultative

and county levels)

e, The erganization actively participates in the
tion of atate lepisietion and government policies and

£ and in the implementaticn of these lawa and programmeas




At present, the priorities in the work of women's federatlon
te motivate the women to display to the full
v so thet they could contribute

at all levels are:
their initietive and creativit
aocinlist materiel and spirituel eivi-
to provide betisr care te children,
and laws snd decrees

to aafeguard

to building the

tipn of the nation,
to better implement the Constitutien

relating to equal rights between men and Wwomen,

the legitimate rights and interests of women and children, and

to push the women 's movemant forward.

The women of China are doing just that. With suppert and
from the Farty and Government, they are working

arcOUragement
r-respect and golf-confidence, striving for

of 3a

in & 3@
gelf~improvement, resclutely safeguarding their gacred rights

ats, and dedleating themaelves to the cause af

It has alWays been the ardent wish af the women of China
i1l1-China Women's Federation to atrengthen friendly

and women's organizations of tne worlid.

develapment of the womer's

the women
we are much concerned with the
movement sverywhers and are gratified to ses that theze
movements are meking ProgTess, gnd that the women's position
to improve through to varying extents.

~eszults nave DEEN achisvad in mouelity foT oMy

HO@rIdw ! OB

¢ dacade since the United Hations

serticuls=iv in the pas

pecade for Women.

~nins attaches Ereat importance Lo the forthcoming 1985
warld c erence TO raview and appraise the asehisevements Ol
f. b ited Mations Decade for Womem. A national preparatary
mitt r conference WAas set up on June 15 last year
omprla: mambers {rom various government departmants mrid
eonla's orzenizationa. These ineclude the ministry of Forelgn

-
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Affairs, the Ministries of Health, Education, Labour and Peraocnnel,
and Culture, the New China News Apency, the Ministry of Foats

and Tele-Communieaticona, the Ministry of Broadeasting and
Televiaicn, The All-Chine Federation of Trade Unions, the Central
Committee of the Communist Youth League of China and the All-
China Wemen's Federation, Mme, Keng Keging, President of the
Federation, 1a the Director of the preparatory committee. The
Federation has been entrusted by the Government to take charge

of all preparationa and activitles for the Decade of Women and

1tas 1985 World Conference.

Wa Chinese women nave always held thet the women of all
countries are closaly related and mutually supportive in their
common flght to safeguard the rights and interests of women
end to deofend world peace. It 1s cur atrong desire to strengthen
the cooperation and ties with the friends and aistera from Asis

and Pacifiec Hegion as well as from the whole world.
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